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The purpose of the meeting was to clarify the technical architecture of the RRBVDB and to discuss the responsibilities and expectations of the parties concerned regarding the implementation of the metadata server and its related components.

Issues and Concerns

1. Steve Dearth expressed concern about the scalability of the RRBVDB server. Discussion revolved around the need for a web server to house the Manitoba metadata. It was made clear that it was not the intent to put actual land information datasets on the metadata server but to merely point to the FTP server on which those datasets live. Steve’s concern is that the servers on which those datasets currently reside, or will reside, are also under the care of his department. A better understand is needed of the sizing and scope of the information to be stored online and what the expectation is for future growth so that this demand can be properly met and resources are budgeted for to ensure continued successful operation of the system. 

2. The proposed solution for the search engine is Isite, a freeware software package widely used in the US by data clearing houses. Concern was expressed by Mark Pacey that the NT version of the Isite package is still in its early stages of development and that it is somewhat unstable and does not provide an http to z39.50 gateway. 

3. There was considerable discussion regarding the differences between the internal managed environment for the metadata using SMMS versus the public view of the metadata as provided by the RRBVDB server. It was concluded that both environments were necessary to support the needs of internal government data management and public dissemination of the data. Discussion revolved around how to minimize data redundancy and reduce the number of administrative steps required to publish the metadata. One possible solution in the near future is to provide a gateway from z39.50 directly into the relational database managed by the SMMS software. It is understood that this capability may exist in the first quarter of 2000 and will be revisited as a possible enhancement to the RRBVDB architecture. 

Conclusions and Action Items:

1. Steve Dearth (ManWeb) will be responsible for providing a server to house the Isite search engine and the RRBVDB metadata. 

Action: Steve to set up and provide a server that is connected to the Internet backbone and has a connection to the GofM provincial Intranet through a firewall.

2. It was decided that the RRBVDB metadata server will run version 6.1 of RedHat LINUX as the operating system. The appropriate version of Isite will be installed on the server. 

Action: Dragan Vujadin will obtain a copy of RedHat LINUX. 

Action: Pu Huang will obtain the appropriate version of Isite.

Action: Rolf Oswald will arrange a time next week with Steve Dearth for installation of the software and to begin testing.

3. The IJC team will provide an initial set of metadata for test purposes in the appropriate format, ready to use on the metadata server. 

Action: Pu Huang to take a subset of the current metadata and prepare them for the metadata server using the metaparser and Iindex functions. The index files will be installed on the metadata server and the corresponding FGDC formatted metadata records will be given to Mark Pacey for upload into SMMS.

4. Steve Dearth (ManWeb) would like assurances that the metadata server will be maintained on an ongoing basis to ensure proper uptime and availability of the service. Internal government expertise and resources may not be readily available for this purpose and will require a budget for future upkeep. 

Action: Rolf Oswald to determine if there is funding left over from the current phase of the RRBVDB project to support the metadata server for up to 1 year. Actual support costs are expected to be minimal once the system is running, but ManWeb would like to have a resource identified to call upon for technical assistance when required. Rolf stated that his firm (Net Dynamex) is capable and prepared to support the RRBVDB server.
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