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Technical Meeting

October 29, 2001, 

9:30-10:30

BSI Boardroom, 1100-215 Garry Street


Attendees: 
Brothers, Darren (AGR); Pokrant, Hartley (CON); Bibik, Andy (ITM); Phillips, Larry (IAF); Buhler, Dan (TGS);
Absent: 
Green, Chris (HEALTH)

Current Updates: 

· The submission for moving the MLI data warehouse to the internet for free data access to outside government users has been approved in principal by Treasury Board.  Although the approval is in principle until some technicalities are solved (exact costs and SLA for each party involved and legal opinion regarding ownership of products developed with Linnet), the idea of "free data" is not questioned.

· On October 25th, the MLI received an award of excellence at the ESRI conference.
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SDE - Spatial Oracle / Seamless Database Issues

The MLI Database which uses Oracle “Spatial” for storing the shared GIS format data (ESRI and Geomedia) from the Departments is completed and accessible on-line.  This is what we refer to as the “Seamless Database”. Last year four departments (CON, ITM, IAF and AGR) equally contributed towards purchase of SDE ($18,297), its maintenance and 5 licences ($7975).  The MLI technical subgroup had done some initial testing of using common data between the Geomedia and ESRI products using Oracle Spatial.  A clean data exchange through Oracle Spatial is not possible because the ESRI data requires SDE to properly display the data in Oracle Spatial.   According to Andy, "scripts" would have to be written to keep the two name tables in sync.    

Decisions:

· The departments have decided to continue with SDE in spite of evident problems. 

· The future maintenance cost ($7250 in total) will be spread equally to five departments -- CON, ITM, IAF, TR/GS and AGR. Health and LTO did not respond to a call for sharing the costs at this time.  
· All documentation re: proof of ownership, manuals or installation media on SDE and SMMS will be stored centrally in ManWeb (now Core Services).  

· Vendors (both ESRI and Intergraph) will be asked to participate in defining a workable and interoperable solution and set up a testing environment.  

Actions: 

Andy will 
(1) contact vendors and call a technical meeting to resolve this issue. 



(2) provide all documentation on SDE/SMMS to Ed Alexander (Core Services) 
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