Land Initiative Working Group - Technical Meeting

MINUTES  May 10 , 2000, 12:00-3:00

Office of Information Technology, Boardroom, 1100-215 Gerry Street
Attendees: 
Kip Tyler (Conservation), Chris Green (Health), Darren Brothers (AGR), Andy Bibik (ITM), Hartley Pokrant (Conservation), Dan Buhler (HWY), Steve Dearth (ManWeb),Jadranka Paskvalin, Chair (OIT) 

Absent: 
Larry Phillips (IA) 

AGENDA:

1. MLI database/ Linnet's letter

Linnet has sent a letter to Kal Ruberg asking for our support in a proposal that they are preparing to the GeoInnovations program (through GeoConnections).  LInnet's concept for the proposal is to build on the experience with the MLRIS IU - to develop a web enabled public entry point for data that are currently contained within the IU, and to develop the public interface to the MLI internal data warehouse.  Copies of the letter were sent to Andy (IT&M) and to Kip (Conservation), to consult with their officials before sending a response to Linnet.  The MLI Committee agreed that MLI is on its way to providing the service for which Linnet has proposed.  Work on allowing public access to MLI database is currently underway and technically, we are equipped to do it in-house, with minimal additional cost to government. Therefore, there is no need for our departments to participate in developing web enabled public entry point for IU data, and the response letter to Linnet will reflect this.  

Notwithstanding this, the opportunities for MLI to get GeoConnections funding are still there and we need to explore possible options for this to happen.  At the last meeting Dan Buhler was tasked to follow up and explore opportunity for funding within the Access Node (central database, metadata), where unsolicited proposals are accepted.  As well, Hartley was to look into funding within the Framework Data Node.    

MLI database - Intranet access 

The MLI web site together with the MLI Warehouse was presented. As a significant impact on telecommunication lines is expected, the next step is to test the site by releasing it to all GIS governm. users (170 approximately).  Jadranka to contact Ric Coy, Telecommunication Branch.  If testing is successful, the web site will be formally released (within government0 and linked to the Intergovernmental home page.   

MLI database - Internet access - the public interface for MLI database:
· Design and content for the page need to be defined - IRD/ Brian Kozak /professional look and feel - what is involved  (Jadranka)
· Disclaimer to be drafted - (Kip) 

· Technical issues - direct access to the UNIX server with SHP and DXF files.  According to Steve: firewall and security issues are manageable

· Free access to digital data vs. charging fees  - Do we need a kiosk? The major participant in a discussion how to distribute provincial digital data is Conservation.   Kip is currently preparing a draft paper on this and will be discussed at the next MLI meeting.

2. Metadata collection

This seems to be quite a slow process.  The reason is not because it is extremely time consuming, but because it is not a priority for the most of involved departments/branches.  

Core Data 

Status of Metadata Collection shows that majority of metadata for the Core Maps has been collected and updated - still missing : Highways (Dan), Agriculture (Darren), and Administrative Boundaries ( Lori S., quite complex data ).  Task: to be submitted by the end of this week.  


All gov. land data

Still, the comprehensive list of all our land data is not complete.   This list is the essential first step in metadata collection for the rest of gov. land data.  

Task: all MLI Committee Members - To send Jadranka a list  (not metadata at this point, but if there is such, great!!) of what land info exist in each department by the end of this week

3. IJC meeting 

Water Resources and their federal partners (PFRA - Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration) will meet with us (May 12th at 9:OO, Andy, Steve, Lindsay, Hartley, Kip and Jadranka) to discuss a project that is in a certain way a continuation of the Red River virtual database - decision support system for flood officials and will include PFRA access to the MLI governmental database.  

The discussion revealed that there are no unmanageable technical issues in allowing FFRA access 

4. Meeting Minutes

In future, meeting minutes will be delivered as a web page link.  It is accepted that the MLI Committee will continue with the practice that minutes from previous meeting are automatically considered approved at the following meeting, unless there is a complain/correction (oral or written) before or during the following meeting.

